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[Teaching English Speaking Skills Through Games]

Mrs. Kwok Yeung Pik Ha

The best way to teach speaking skills is through hands-on, active

learning. It might be hard for some to imagine spending precious
academic time playing games with students. In fact, learning and
play are not at odds with each other. Games are the drive and
environment for learning. From my experience, the students who
engage in hands-on learning play-based activities have indeed
grown to be more motivated, creative and smart. They are more
responsible for their own learning and the most important of all, the
lessons are filled with joy. Playing games truly benefits students in
many ways. But what does that mean in real terms?

For every speaking lesson, | start with a warm-up game which is

a standard-based. Here’s a look at three popular games that are
used in my classrooms:

12,3

The game heightens concentration and promotes goodwill and eye contact. Students sit with a partner and face
each other. Both parties should attempt to maintain eye contact throughout the exercise. The aim is to count to
three but sequentially, each person taking a turn to speak.

A-1,B-2,A-3,B-1,A-2,B-3,A-1,B -2, and so on.
Once the group has mastered this introduce the next level. This time the number 1 is never said. Instead it is
replaced with an action (a clap, a nod, a wink or whatever gesture that is natural for the speakers) or useful

expressions for discussion (Right! Ok! Wonderful! ). The same sequence is then repeated, but instead of 1 being
said the action is performed or other expressions is voiced.

3 and multiples of 3

The game develops speed of thought and
heightens concentration. The whole class stands
in a semicircle near the back of the classroom.
The first student counts 1, and the second
student counts 2, and then the next student
has to replace 3 and the multiples of 3 with an
adverb (certainly, surely, clearly, definitely). The
counting will start again whenever a student
makes a mistake.

The Walking Dead
The game has only one simple rule — all students walk around the classroom giving their one minute presentation.
The relevance to language teaching is varied: to help students overcome the shyness when doing individual

presentation, to maximize students chances of speaking and to develop their habit of NOT reading from the books
while speaking.
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Book Review - Eagle Strike
3A Bosco Yip

Eagle Strike is the fourth novel in the number one bestselling spy series by Anthony Horowitz. This
collection of books has left schoolboys around the world wondering whether or not they will become a spy.
The main character of this book is a British schoolboy named Alex Rider. In this book, Alex has stumbled in
a national conspiracy that may change the world forever.

The book began with a vacation in the south of France, where Alex and one of his best friends Sabina

Pleasure were staying. A sudden bomb attack occurred to Sabina’s family, one of the local French LE ARG

ADVENTURE
nationalists groups claimed responsibility. But Alex knew that things weren’t that simple, he found that R
this incident was linked to pop star Damien Cray and decided to tell MI6 about it. MI6’s head of Special

E
Operations, Alan Blunt told him that all of his accusations were nonsense because Cray is one of the EABLE STRIK

NUINE 2151 CENTURY STUFE” DA TRESRARY

most admired and respected entertainers in Britain, and he has raised millions of pounds for charity.

Angrily, he went to Amsterdam and to Cray’s video game party to investigate and found out that Cray was
planning something called Eagle Strike and Cray has developed a new type of video game system called
Gameslayer, with a game called Feathered Serpent with pain synthesis technology. Alex went to find some associates that knew a
lot about Cray. He discovered that a high-ranking officer in the NSA (National Security Agency in America), Charlie Roper might have
turned traitor and given something important to Cray. After discovering that his best friend Sabina has been kidnapped by Cray, he
surrendered to Cray. Cray explained that he was going to change the world forever by initiating Eagle Strike. Can Alex stop Cray from
beginning his doom project?

All in all, | think this book is a must-read for modern day schoolboys, with its adventurous action scenes and plots with twists and
turns. It has actually become one of the best-selling spy series in the world. | find the main character of the book, Alex Rider most
impressive. It is truly impressive that in the whole series, he survived dangerous missions that almost killed him. Personally, the most
intriguing part of this story would be the fight with Damien Cray on the presidential plane, Air Force One. He and Sabine cooperated to
execute Cray’s plot, and stopped Cray from bombing his targets. Modern schoolboys and spy-series lovers will go crazy for books like
this as this series has been appraised by critics as the new 007.
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