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Promotion of English Reading through School Library Activities

Mrs. Lee Lai C.N.

A school library plays an indispensable role in creating
readers of all levels. According to the webpage of the National
Library of New Zealand, reader development involves active
intervention, 'selling’ the reading experience and what it can do
for the readers to:

e increase children's confidence and enjoyment of reading
e open up reading choices

e offer opportunities for people to share their reading
experience

¢ raise the status of reading as a creative activity.

In this school term, the English Society collaborated with the
school library to organize an array of reading activities for Form
One students to help them develop a life-long reading habit. On
29th November and 6th December 2018, Mrs. Kwok and Mrs. Shih
held lunch-time activities for all Form One students. Individual
Form One students needed to report to English ambassadors of
senior forms about the general information of a book they read
and share their reading experience.

Through various reading activities, students need to
take an active role to share their views with others instead of
just reading a book passively. It can boost their confidence
in speaking English in a fun way. Undoubtedly, activities can
stimulate students’' reading interest and create atmosphere in
reading. Joyful experiences in the activities bring students happy
memories and emotion when they read. Collaboration between
the English Department and the school library is definitely a good
way to facilitate reader development in school.
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‘Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail again.
Fail better.’ (Samuel Beckett, 1906-1989)
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