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With the implementation of inclusive education (IE) policy, it is not uncommon to teach classes

Mrs. Wu But S.Y.

of diverse abilities. There is a need to adapt materials to enhance teaching and learning.

Visual Clues

It is essential to make reading tasks manageable for students.
‘Anchor charts’ can summarize the key learning points while graphic
organizers can make the delivery of lessons more effective.

Other ways to make worksheets and handouts more visual
friendly include:

e Using Sans serif of bigger size and bolding words instead of
underlining as letters appear less crowded.

e Using cream colour paper.

e Aligning text to the left without justification on the right.

e Using thick lined boxes to provide visual structure.

e Using bullet points and numbering rather than continuous
prose.

Structure strips for Writing

Some students may have a limited working memory. If their
memory is overloaded, little memory space is available to organize
thoughts. To deal with this ‘mental fog’, a clear structure, with
guiding phrases, is needed to free up memory. The advantages
of using a structure strip are obvious. Teachers can combine the
content and paragraph plan in one single strip printed on the left so
students can fully focus on the paragraph they are working on.

Making Sense of Groupings

Grouping strategies are effective ways to boost involvement.
Students can be assigned specific roles according to their strengths
and preferences. For instance, there can be a presenter, a writer,
an editor and a logistic manager in each group. ADHD students
can be logistic managers so that they can move around and
listen to instruction given by teachers. For students who are
confident speakers can be the presenters. The ultimate objective
is to maximize engagement through heterogeneous grouping.
Grouping strategies are essential tools to maximize interaction and
collaboration.

It is important to ignite the learners’ inquisitive and creative
minds in pursue of knowledge. We, as teachers, can surely bring out
their best with concerted efforts.

OPINION

Personal Opinion: (1)
In my opinion,

In my view,

I believe.

Personally, | think ..
What | think is that...

/" Verbs to show Opinion

[/ Agree [disagree
Assume
Believe

Claim

Suppose
recommend
reckon

It seems to me that

Iam convinced that

Adverbs to

Undoubtedly
Completely
totally
Firmly
Strongly
absolutely

y-“(k""
’f’
/" To state Other People’s
opinion
Itis popularly believed that
People often claim that
Many argue that
Most people feel that
Some people argue that
Some people point out that

Adverb + Verb

Personal Opinion: (2)

Iam indiined (o believe that.
1 would like to point out that.

emphasize Opinion

1 absolutely believe that

o

Anchor chart

Date

1 paragraph Dear diary,

Introduction|
What activity?
When? Where?
Who?

2nd paragraph

Preparation Before the trip,

Last Friday, | went _on a picnic _

What do you need to

prepare?

1) Plan the route

2) Check
transportation

3) Food to bring

4) Check weather

forcast

3" paragraph

Weather?

Snow storm/rain/
Hail stones

What did you do
there?

Vocabulary:

Structure strip
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Book Review - The Gifts and Other Stories

Recently | read a short stories collection entitled “The
Gifts and Other Stories”. There are eight separate short
stories in this book, which are attractive and fascinating.

The first story is about Della, who lives in a
disadvantaged family, decided to sell her hair in order to
earn enough money to buy her husband Jim a golden
watch chain. The story turns out that Jim sold his golden
watch and purchased Della a comb, while Della exchanged
her hair and bought Jim a golden watch chain. It's obvious
that the comb is useless without Della’s hair and the golden
watch chain is worthless without Jim’s golden watch! As
you can see, the ending of this story is quite unexpected.
The story went up and down, and it was really enjoyable to
read.

From the first story to other stories in this collection,
| found that the short stories are irresistibly engaging
because their storylines are compelling and their article
structures and writing techniques are wonderful. For
example, at the beginning of the first story, the writer
wrote “One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all.
And sixty cents of it was in pennies...”. Instead of telling
us the story background like most other stories, the writer
came straight to the point, and the story background was
written in the following paragraph. Obviously, this type of
article structure is more fascinating, which drives readers

F.5A Liang Hanson

to read on to find out what will happen
next.

For another instance, in the second
story, the main character, Nunez, who
was a mountain guide, accidentally
came across the country of the blind.
The writer didn’t write Nunez's feelings
directly. Instead, he described his
actions and movements so that we
could experience his feelings. It's much
more vivid than writing Nunez’s feelings
plainly. Another remarkable writing
technique in the story is its ending. The ending is “He just
lay there in the snow, smiling quite still.” The ending gave
me a great impact and | just want to know what happened
to the character next. It makes me feel that the story
is unfinished. Actually, the suspense in the ending is a
great technique that encourages readers to imagine the
remaining story. What a wonderful ending it is!

 mheGifts
“Other Stories
O. Henry and Others

This short story collection is so fantastic that | was
deeply addicted to it! Great books are beneficial and
inspirational. While you are being mesmerized by the
interesting plots, don’t forget to taste them carefully and
thoroughly, without missing the beauty of the language!
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